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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BEIRUT 01549 221541Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 SSM-03 TRSE-00 MCT-01 /088 W 

085058 230337Z/62 

R 221440Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
TO AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7215 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1549 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: XF, US 

SUBJ: SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S COMMENTS ON CURRENT VIOLENCE ON 
ISRAELI-PLO FRONT 

REF: TEHRAN 2691 

1 . VINOGRADEV'S COMMENT THAT ARAFAT WAS TOTALLY UNAWARE OF 
ATTACK ON ISRAELI BUS IS NOT WORTH MUCH IN OUR VIEW. ABU 
JIHAD'S "OCCUPIED TERRITORIES OFFICE" IN FATAH WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR MARCH 1 1 ATTACK. ABU JIHAD IS CLOSE TO ARAFAT, AND 
IT IS UNLIKELY HE WOULD HAVE ACTED WITHOUT LATTER'S 
KNOWLEDGE AND APPROVAL ON OPERATION OF THIS MAGNITUDE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE. ATTACK REPRESENTED DELIBERATE CHANGE IN 
FATAH POLICY. REFLECTING DECISION WHICH MUST HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN AT HIGHEST LEVELS, MEANING ARAFAT. 

PARKER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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ISecure: 1 
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